THE   AGE   OF   LOUIS   XIV

de Saint-Pierre has sent me an excellent treatise on the means
of restoring peace to all Europe and on the manner of pre-
serving it continually. The thing is exceedingly practical, nor
is anything wanting for its accomplishment except the consent
of all Europe and some other such trifles/ Not dissimilar was
that of Cardinal Fleury, who is said to have observed:
Admirable! Save for one omission; I find no provision for
sending missionaries to convert the hearts of princes.* Cynical
as these comments were, they pierced to the heart of the
problem. No scheme, however cunningly devised, can func-
tion effectively unless there has been, among princes and
peoples, a real change of heart When that change of heart
has taken place, elaborate machinery may prove to be super-
fluous. It is on a change of heart that the Society of Friends
has always insisted as the only real foundation on which it
is possible to build the edifice of World-Peace. To the
position of that Society, and the specific contributions its
members have made to the literature of Peace, the next
chapter must be devoted.